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In the Grade 10 English classroom, the integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) can be a
powerful tool for empowering learners, regardless of their socioeconomic backgrounds. However, it is essential to
consider the specific challenges faced by students coming from poor families. This essay explores the importance
of teaching ICT in Grade 10 English and how it can be adapted to meet the needs of learners from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds.

One of the primary challenges faced by students from poor families is limited access to technology and digital
resources. Recognizing this, it is crucial to provide equitable access to ICT tools and resources within the
classroom. School initiatives, such as providing computer labs, laptops, or tablets, can help level the playing field
and ensure that all learners have the opportunity to engage with ICT. Additionally, collaboration with community
organizations or government programs can help provide access to technology outside the school environment.

Teaching ICT in Grade 10 English should prioritize developing digital literacy skills among learners from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Focus on foundational skills, such as navigating digital platforms,
conducting online research, evaluating online sources, and utilizing productivity tools like word processors and
presentation software. Providing explicit instruction and hands-on practice in these areas can empower students to
effectively engage with technology and overcome potential barriers related to their economic circumstances.

Internet connectivity can be a significant hurdle for students from poor families. In areas where reliable internet
access is limited, alternative strategies can be employed. Offline resources, such as downloadable educational
materials or offline software applications, can be utilized to ensure that learners have access to digital content even
without an internet connection. Additionally, incorporating offline activities and exercises that do not rely heavily
on internet connectivity can provide meaningful learning experiences.

Collaborative learning can play a vital role in teaching ICT to Grade 10 English learners from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. Encouraging group projects and peer-to-peer learning activities promotes knowledge
sharing and fosters a sense of community within the classroom. Learners can work together to solve problems,
share resources, and support one another in navigating the challenges of ICT. By creating a collaborative learning
environment, students can leverage each other's strengths and overcome limitations imposed by their economic
circumstances.

When teaching ICT in Grade 10 English, it is important to incorporate real-life applications and examples that are
relevant to the learners' experiences. Contextualizing ICT lessons by integrating examples and discussions related
to their economic circumstances can enhance engagement and motivation. For instance, exploring how technology
has been used to address social issues or improve livelihoods can help students see the practical value of ICT
beyond the classroom.

Leveraging free online tools and resources can be particularly beneficial for learners from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. There is a wealth of educational websites, open educational resources, and free
software applications available that can support ICT learning without incurring additional costs. Teachers can
curate a list of reliable and accessible resources, ensuring that learners have access to valuable learning materials.

Teaching ICT in Grade 10 English to learners from economically disadvantaged backgrounds requires a
thoughtful and inclusive approach. By addressing barriers related to access, focusing on digital literacy, utilizing
alternative strategies, promoting collaborative learning, incorporating contextualized examples, and maximizing
the use of free online tools, educators can empower these learners to navigate the digital world and develop
essential ICT skills. Through equitable access and tailored instructional practices, Grade 10 English classrooms
can serve as platforms for bridging the digital divide and enabling students from poor families to embrace the
opportunities and benefits of ICT in their academic and personal lives.
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